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ENQUIRY. INTO THE STATE 
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HE Time approaching, when the Situation of the Reve- 
nues of the North Level will demand the ſerious Attention 
of every Proprietor therein. — An Agent for one of the 
Principle Eftates in the Level, publickly contending againſt 
a Taxation, and a Plan of ſome Kind, it ſhould ſeem, in 
Agitation for, an Increaſe of thoſe Revenues ; and as it muſt be a 
Matter of great Importance to the ſeveral Individuals whoſe Property 
is fituate in the Level; his well Meaning cannot be doubted, who 
endeavours to purſue ſuch Inquiries, and ſtate ſuch Facts, as may 
afford all Parties intereſted, Information; in Hopes thereby, they 
may be enabled to judge, and decide for themſelves, on a Queſtion 
ſo intimately connected with their Intereſts, and on which too, the 
Proſperity and Happineſs, or Diſtreſs and Ruin of Numbers of Indi- 
viduals, may eventually depend. 
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THIS LEVEL Parcel of the Great Level of the Fens, called 
Bedford Level, containing about 40,000 Acres of, Land, (of which 
about 11,600 Acres, are Part of the gg, oo allotted to William Earl 
of Bedford and his Participants, for Maintenance and Preſervation of 
the ſaid Great Level, and commonly called Adventure Land ) was 
by the North Level Att, paſſed in the 27th Vear of the Reign of his 
late Majeſty, ſeparated from the other Levels ( the Middle and South) 
with refpett to their Revenues, the ſeveral Accounts between the Levels 
themſelves, and between the Levels and the Creditors of the Corporati- 
on being previoully ſettled, when there was due to the Duke of Bedford, 
and Earl of Lincoln, as Principal Proprietors of the North Level, on 
Account of that Level, the Sum of 18, 9 ol. and upwards, viz. to the 
Duke of Bedford five-tixths or 15,750l. the Remaining one-ſixth 
3,150l. to the Earl of Lincoln, then Proprietor of the Eſtate now be- 
longing to Sir Sampſon Gideon Bart. and a Part of the 11, 600l. Acres 
of Adventure Land in the North Level, and the further Sum of 
1,800l. was by the ſaid Att aſcertained and declared to be the Pro— 
portion of the ſaid North Level, of and; inthe other Debts of the 
Corporation of Bedford Level, contratted before the Year 1728; the 
Duke of Bedford moſt generouſly remitted the whole of his Debt, 
and the Security was cancelled, the Earl of Lincoln. as generouſly 
concurred with him in this Meaſure, and by the North Level Att, 
this Tranſaction received the Santtion of Parliament; and in order 
to raiſe Money to diſcharge the ſaid further Sum of 1,800l. it was 
amongſt other Things enatted, that it ſhould and might be lawful to 
and for the Proprietors of taxable Lands, within the ſaid North Level, 
to purchaſe oft ſo,affach. of the Taxes: charged on their reſpective 
Lands by Virtue bf or under the Atts of the 15th and 2oth Years of 
the Reign of King Charles the Second, as ſhould be ſufficient to raiſe 
the ſaid Sum of 1,800]. which was done accordingly, and the Debt 
diſcharged. And the Taxes chargeable by Virtue of the ſaid Acts of 
15th and 20th Charles II. upon the Reſidue of the taxable Lands 
within the North Level, which were not ſo exonerated were fixed and 
ſettled at a Tax and a Quarter, railing the annual Sum of 7171. gs. 4+. 
for the Maintenance and Preſervation of the ſaid North. Level, 
and the ſeveral Banks, Rivers, and Works neceſſary for the ſame; but 
Experience having fſhewn the Inſufficiency thereof, fox thole Pur- 
poles, the North Level Att declaring that « Notwithſtanding the great- 
« eſt Part of the Revenues of the {aid North Level have ever ſince the 
« ſaid Year 1728, been laid out in and about the ſame, the ſeveral 
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„Banks, Rivers, Sewers, and Works of the ſame Level, are become ſa 
«greatly decayed and ruinous, that great Part of the Lands in the 
«ame Level have lately been very frequently flooded, and unleſs 
tt ſome immediate Remedy be applied will become entirely drowned 
*and, of little or no Value” the Proprietors of the Free Lands in 
the ſaid Level, with divers Lands adjoining thereto, in the Manor of 
Crowland, wiſely united, being ſenſible that their Intereſts were mu- 
tual, with the Adventure Lands againſt their Common Enemy, and did 
not as is too often the Caſe, fall to quarrelling about the Means 
of oppoſing it; this Unanimity produced the North Level AQ; which 
is faid to contain the moſt complete Syſtem of that Kind of Policy, 
on Which the modern Acts for Draining are founded, of any that hath 
yet received the Satiftion of the Legiflature ; = By this Act the Lands 
and Grounds in the faid North Level, and the Lands called Portfand 
otherwiſe Great Pottſand, lying within the Manor of Crowland in 
South Holland in the County of Lincoln, intended to be drained, 
were divided into Five Diftrids or Divifions ; Commiſſiohers for the 
faid feveral Diſtricts were appointed, an annual Sueceſſion provided; 
and direted to mect on the Firſt Monday in july in every Year; 
the Quantity of Land to be taxed in the ſaid five Piſtricts being aſcer- 
tained, the faid Commiſſioners were empowered to aſſeſs and charge 
the ſame, as well the Adventure as Free Lands, and the Lands adjoin- 
ing thereto, in the Manor of Crowland (except as therein excepted ) 
amounting in alf to about 40,000 Acres, with eque#'and proportionas 
ble yearly Rates and Taxes, fo that the fdid Rates and Taxes for the 
$rſt four Vears, ſhould be after the yearly Rate of One Shilling fot every 
Acre of the faid Lands and Grounds, and ſo that after the Expiration 
of the ſaid Term of four Years, the ſaid Rates and Faxes ſhenld not 
exceed in any one Year, Six-pence for every Acre of the ſaid Lands 
Jod Grounds, raifing an annual Sum of 9961. 128. 2dlũ hl 
Wann, OO I {ITY 6 8s of 0 COMIN ET TONIC TO Ans8 i167 5:7 
 Apdt ie fai Ke directs the ſeveral Works to Heck the/ſait Reve- 
nuès are fo Be applied, ſeparate and diſtinct ftom ench ether, hd one 
under the immediate Direction of the North Level: Cm ffioflers the 
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Att, the Commiſſioners thereby appointed, were empowered to borrow 
340000 on the Credit of thoſe Rates and Taxes. 


And by ne Alt of the agth, Year of Gro. II. the Corporation 
were empowered to borrow. for the uſe of the North Level 5,000l. on 
the Credit of the Taxes / chargeable on the Adventure Land, in the 
ſaid North Level, by, Virtue of or under the Acts of 1gth, and 20th, 


Charles n. 7 


But ample and liberal .as theſe | Eſtabliſhments of 1571 38. 44 per 
Annum for the Great Outring Banks of the Level, and ggol. 118. 2d. 
for the General Works, under the Care of the North Level Commiſ- 
ſioners might ſeem, fatal Experience too ſoon. ſhewed, their Inſuffici- 
ency to anſwer their well intended Purpoſes; the Yar 1763 being 
the Commencement, though in a ſmall Degree, of thoſe Misfortunes 
which afterwards were ſo largely and ruinouſly extended, from the 
Year 1763 to the Year 17% there were Seven, large Breaches in 
the North Bank, and a great Number of ſmall ones, the Breach 
which happened near Tetetborungh! in the Year 1770, Was 120 Feet 
wide and 36 Feet deep; the North Level (except a, very {mall Pro- 
portion of High Lands. was thereby entirely drowned, and the Bank 
was waſhed quite through, and the Officers were obliged to be at a 
conſiderable Expence to repair it, to prevent its being, waſhed entirely 
away; the Breaches which happened in the North Bank in the Vear 
1763 and 1764, ohliged the Corporation, to enable them to Repair the 
ſame, to borrow the whole of the goO0Ol. which they were, by Act 2 
GO. II. empowered to do, the Annual Intereſt = which, being 22 51 
(fince raiſed to 250l. 0 reduced the yearly Fund ariſing to the Cor- 
poration from the ſaid Tax and a \ Quarter upon the taxable Lands 
within the ſaid Level to 4921,,35. 45 and other Breaches happening in 
the North Bank of Moreton's Leame in the Year 1767; the ſaid 5000l. 
was expended, and other Debts contratted by the Corporation in the 
neceſſaxy Repairs of the faid North Bank, — d gtber, Works . 
ing to them i in the ſaid North Level. 


«an further Breaches n in the Year 1770 the Tax and a 
Quarter on the Adventure Lands being ſubjett to the Debt of 5000l. 
and the other Rents and Reyenucs payable to the Corporation from 
and out of the North Level greatly inſufficient 12 repair the laid 
—_— to diſcharge the.other-Debts then incurred, and to maintain and 

upport 
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ſupport che other Works, abſolutely neceſſary to the preſerving and 
well draining of the Lands lying in the ſaid North Level and the ſaid 
Manor of Crowland; in the Year 1771 and in the 11th, Year of the 
Reign of his preſent Majeſty, Application was made to Parliament, 
and a Tax was laid, upon all the Lands in the ſaid North Level of Six- 
pence per Acre per Annum, and the Lands called Portſand otherwiſe 
Great Portſand, were charged with a Tax of Three-pence for every 
Acre thereof; and it was by the ſaid At enacted that the Quantities of 
the Lands and Grounds to be lo rated charged and aſſeſſed, ſhould be 
taken according to the reſpective Quantities thereof, aſcertained in 
Purſuance of the ſaid Att of the 27th, GEO. II. as follows 


Viz. e 
1ſt Diſtrict 4,489 1 14 
2d Diſtrict 3,643 3 22 | 
zd Diſtrict 17,588 © g being the whole of Thorney Lordſhip. 
4th - Diſtrict 6,449 3 3 | 2 | | 
-. 5th Diſtrict 7,451 1 28 Portſand taxed at gd. per Acre. 


8 Total 39,622 1 3b 


And the Monies ariſing from ſuch Tax, together with the Tax and 
à Quarter upon the Adventure Lands, (but ſubjett and without Pre- 
judice to the Payment of the Debt of g000l.) were directed to be ap- 
plied, after paying and defraying the Charges of the Act, in the firſt 
Place, “to pay ang diſcharge ſuch Debts as have been, incurred for re 
«pairing the {aid North Bank of Moreton's Leame, and other Works 
«directed by the ſaid Att of the 27th, GEO. II. and for ever after, to 
ce raiſe, make good and keep in Repair the ſaid North Bank of More- 
*ton's Leame” &c. &c, &c.” and though called the Corporation Reve- 
nue, the ſaid Act of the 11th Year of his preſent Majeſty directs, that 
a Committee of the North Level Commiſſioners, to be choſen by the 
ſaid Commiſſioners at their yearly General Meeting, ſhall ſuperintend, 
and direct ſuch Works to be done, in Purſuance of the ſaid AR, as 
they ſhall ſee neceſſary, and that the Charges and Expences of ſuch 
Works, ſhall be paid out of ſuch Revenue, ſo that, by this AR, this 
Fund, as well as that, ariſing from the 6d. per Acre Tax laid per Act 
27th, Gzo., II. for the General Works belonging the North Level 
Commiſſioners, comes under the Management, Direction, and Expen- 
diture, of the ſaid Commiſhoners, | | 
The 


($) 


The ſaid AR of the {ith, & Geo. III. alſo empowers the Propr 
tors of taxable Lands, to purchaſe Off the Taxes laid by Virtue V5 
of, on their reſpective Lands, after the Rate of Thirty Years Purchaſe; 
dut it is to be obſerved, none of the Taxes were, or have as yet been 
purchaſed, off. | 


And a Power was alſo by d the ſaid AQ given to " Nope ten of 
Bedford Level, with the Conſent of the Owners of Thorney, High 
and Low Borough Fen, and the Manor of Crowland to borrow on 
Bond, or raiſe by Sale of the Taxes aforeſaid, a Sum not exceeding 
Twenty Thouſand Pounds; and the former Revenue of the North 
Level ( ſubjet to the former Debt) with the preſent Tax, were made 
a Security for the Money ſo borrowed. The Great Expence. occafi- 
oned by the frequent Breaches in the North Bank, made it neceſſary 
ee borrow te whole of the ſaid Sum of, 20,0001. | | 


In the Yet 1775 the Situation, of ii Conbpittoner: Works and 
Revenues, made an Application to Parliament for a further Tax neceſ- 
ſary, and an Att was in Conſequence obtained; which charged the 
Lands in the North Level, with a Tax of Two Shillings, and the 
Lands in Portſand with One Shilling an Acre, for the Term of Three 
Years, to be applied in Support of,thoſe Works, and in Diſcharge of 
the Debts contracted on account thereof, to which the Taxes of One 
55 for Four Years, and Six · pence ph Kere ard dete di- 

reed by che AQ of 27th, Gro, II. to be applied, and in Support of, 
f i Diſchatye of he Bedts e atrafted on ' Account of Kinderly's 

Cut Ad other, Works e by 1 Wa“ Tay St. Giles and Newton AQ 

of Parliament.” 1 Thy 11961 oF 
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Tue faid AR 40 declaring «thi 790 Banks of Moreton I Fbdine 
te Carr Dyke and the Folly, has ng by the frequent Flood; been much 
cendama Zed, and notwithſta 100 gr eat Sums bave been expended 
* Felon are Nil liable to Breae 87 ls: caſes | Greet Fake 25 
and the Bald F. Funds provided for the Rephits thereof are greatly in 
© Debt, &c.“ em powered the Commiſſioners with the Conſent of the 
Owners, of Thorney y, Sir Sampſon Gideon, and Mr. Hunter, to lay a 
further Tax n eeding One Shilling an Acre on the Lands in the 
North Level, 7 -pence on thafe in Portſaud f ar r "One Tear, to 
be applied in the Repairs of thoſe Kak and on the aft of July 
with the Conſent of ihe Parties before mentioned, A; Tax dl one Suff 
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ling and Six pense, was s aſſeſſed and laid accordingly. 


But kan there had been expended on the North Bank 
of Moreton's Leame, ſince the Year 1763, but the greateſt Part fince 
the Year 1770, upwards of 30,0001. — And the Sum of 10,7681. 16s. 
10d. ( being the Amount of the Three Years Tax) in Addition to 
the Commiſſioners Fund, and Monies borrowed and advanced, being 
together 20,0001. and, upwards, had been expended on Account of the 


General Works belonging to the Commiſſioners of the North Level 


and Portſand, ſince, and during the Year 1773. 


The North Level Committee at a Meeting held at the Duke's Head 
Inn in Thorney, on Monday the giſt Day of Auguſt, 1778 — 


Report 


« That. upon Examining the State of the Revenue Debt Fe Works 
of the General Commiſſioners of the North Level and Portſand 


«We do find - 
«REVENUE. 

*The only Tax on the Lands in the North Level and Portfand, to 
«maintain and ſupport the General Works thereof, is that laid by the 
«Att 27, of GEO, II. amounting to rs Annum- 22 14 990 11 2 
EBT. | Aer Ha 

«By the Powers given in the above recited AA, the | 
«ſaid Commiſſioners have borrowed on the Credit of the 
«above Taxes 14,000l. the annual Intereſt of which is -- 664 10 0 


1143 


„Remains per Annum- Page x 
q «for Repairing and Maintaining the following Works. of the North 
LEAR and Portſand, and to pay Officers Salaries, &c, | 


«KV1zZ. 
«Da ains. | 
*Kinderly's Cars at the Sea, the Reſervoir, Shire Drain, and the 
*ſeveral Rivers and Drains within the ſaid Level, containing in 
eren e near 48 Miles. if 3 
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„ BANRS. : 
The Great TIE acroſs Wiſbeach ChionpelosThe Bank on the 
«Eaſt Side Kinderly's Cut, both Banks of the Reſervoir and Shire 
Drain, and the Banks of che Five ſeveral Diſtricts of the North Level 
*and Fordang; containing in Length , of 72 Miles. | 


©«S1LUICES. | 
Gunthorpe  Sluice at the Sea, — Hill's Sluice, — Clows Croſs 
Sluice, and three Pair of Flood -gates within the N orth Level. 


„BID ES 1 
Nine Cart Bridges 0\ over ſeveral Public Drains. 


*SALARIES. 
*About 120]. per Annum. 


«his 3 taking the above State into Conſideration, are 
_ «of Opinion, that the annual Sum of 3261. 1s. 2d. remaining after the 
«Intereſt of the above Debt is paid, to pay Officers Salaries, ſupport 
and maintain the ſeveral Works neceſſary for the Draining and Pre- 
«ſerving the ſaid Level and Portſand, is very inſufficient for that Pur- 
*pole, and that without ſome further Provifon the faid Works will 
„oon go to Decay, and cannot be reinſtated without large Sums of 
«Money, and the Country be in great Danger of being Drowned in 
„Wet Seaſons. It is therefore the Opinion of the ſaid Committee, 
«That it will be greatly for the Intereſt of the Proprietors of Lands in 
«he North Level and Portſand, to lay ſuch a Tax for a certain Number 
of Years, as will not only keep the ſaid Works in good Repair, but 

vat the ſame Time reduce the Debt, ſo as at the Expiration thereof, 

«the preſent 6d. an Acre may remain to be applied in Support of the 

«General Works, only for the Future; Such was the Opinion of the 

North Level Committee at that Time, and after ſo large a Sum of 
Money had been expended, of the Fund neceffary to maintain and 
ſupport thoſe 4 extenſive, but abſolutely neceſſary Works, for 
Draining and Preſerving the North Level, and which muſt be eſteem- 
ed but ſmall, in nn, with their Magnitude. . 


And on examining the State of the Revenue Debt and Works 
of the Corporation of Bedford Level, for the North Level, the Reve- 
nues were found ſo very inſufficient, That at a General Meeting 


of 
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of the Commiſſioners and Land Owners of the North Level, &c. on 
Monday Nov. 30, 1778, It was Reſolved That Applicatoin be 
*made to Parliament, for Leave to lay a Tax of 4d. per Acre on the 
«Lands in the North Level, and 2d. per Acre on the Lands in Portſand, 
*for the Term of Nine Years, to commence from Chriſtmas 1779, 
*to be applied to the Support of the North Bank of Moreton's 
*Leame, Carr Dyke, and the Folly Banks, along with the preſent 
«Revenues of the Corporation of Bedford Level, for the North Level, 
«And that ſuch Application be made at the ſame Time, that Ap- 
eeplication is made for laying 12d. per Acre on the North Le- 
«yel, and 6d. per Acre on Portſand, for the ſame Term of Nine 
«Years, for maintaining and ſupporting the General Works of the 
*Commiſſioners of the North Level, and for Payment of the Debt 
*contratted under the Att of the 27th of King George the Second.” 


Application to Parliament was accordingly made, an Act obtained, 
and the Lands taxed agreeable to theſe Reſolutions, from Chriſtmas 
1779, for the Term of Nine Years, viz. until Chriſtmas 1788, when 
theie Taxes ceaſe, the Debt of 14,0001. will be diſcharged, and the 
6d. per Acre Tax per Att 27, Gro. II will remain, to be applied 
in Support of the Commiſſioners General Works only for the Future. 


But the Corporation Revenues for the North Bank, &c. will be the 
ſame at Chriſtmas 1788, as they were before the paſling of that Act, 
or in the Language of the ſaid Act «will be ſubjett in the firſt Place 
eto the Intereſt of the Debt of 25,0001. incurred thereon, and to 
«the Payment of a yearly Sum of 411. to the Truſtees for the Wel- 
land Bank and Road, the Surplus thereof, after Payment of ſuch 
«Intereſt and yearly Sum, and of the further yearly Sum of Seventy- 
eſeven Pounds (the Amount of the Salaries of the ſeveral Officers of 
.*the ſaid Corporation for the ſaid North Level) amounts only to g46l. 
46118. 10d. per Annum, or thereabouts, which is inſufficient for 
«ſupporting and maintaining the ſeveral Works to which the ſame is 
applicable, and without further Aids for ſupporting and maintaining 
tethe ſaid ſeveral Banks and Works, for preſerving the ſaid North 
«Level, the ſaid Banks vll ſoon be in Danger of breaking, whereby 
-*the ſaid Lands would be Drowned, to the ineſtimable Loſs of the 
«ſeveral Owners and Proprietors thereof, and to the Prejudice of 
the Public”. A Situation demanding the Attention of every Pro- 
Prietor, and Perſon intereſted in the Preſervation of the ſaid Level, 


and 


W * 
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the Outfal, but What may not the intermediate Conſequence be? may 
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and cheir Exertions in E "thoſe Us that inevitably>maR 
enſue the Neglect thereof. 


But added to the mumerous Taxis herein beforrmddtionet, it is to 
be obſerved, moſt of the Diſtritts in the faid North Level, bave been 
charged with very heavy Taxes for the Support of their inſide Works 
for Draining; beſides the annual Tax of 1s. per Acre for ſuch Pur 
poſes, the Fourth Diſtrict hath been charged with a Further Tax of 1s. 
per Acre for Twelve Years, and the Second Diftritt with 2s. 6d. per 
Acre for Fourteen Years, by Virtue of an Att paſſed in the Year 1773, 
which as the ſaid Act declares, became neceſlary, *by Reaſon of the 
««Wetnels of the Seaſons, and the many Breaches in the North Bank of 
«Moreton's Leame, being the great Barrier Bank of the ſaid North 
„Level, againſt the Waters of Northamptonſhire and Huntingdon» 
*ſhire” theſe Taxes have allo ceaſed, the Term for which they were 
laid being expired, and the Debts of the Diſtritts diſcharged, ſo that 
the only remaining Debt after Chriſtmas 1788, throughout the whole 
of the North Level, either on the Credit of the Diftrict, or Public 
Taxes, will be the 25,0001. on the. Corporation Revenues, which re- 
duces them to the very inſufficient Sum before mentioned, for the Sup- 
port of thofe Works, to the former Failure of which ſo many dreadful 
Conſequences are to be attributed. To guard againſt a future one, as 
much as may be, even at ever fo remote a Period, it is en vin be 
the Care of oy wh bp in Ws Level. Wirth] . 


And it is earneſtly hoped that an Effeftual Plan len vill be fad 
ed, and that every Perfon will conſider well, before they accede to 
one, which under the ſpecious Appearance of Oeconomy, may be the 


means of, if it hath not for its Object, the neglecting the North Bank. 


of Moreton's Leame, on which the W HOLE LEVEL depends; 
deferting the interior Works, recommending à Reliance q an Outfol, 


which however promiſing, is undoubtedly in a much worſe State, chan it 


was ſome (few) Years ago, from a Cireumſtance meriting the moſt ſe- 
rious Con Fer bs the want of Freſhes and Back Water to keep. it 
open; this is a Fact, incontrevertible, and ſufficient to create, a moſt 
alarming Degree of Miſtruſt and Suſpicion, reſpecting the real Situa- 
tion of the Country, and a Doubt if the Seaſons rather than an appa- 
rent State of Security, have not been ſo propitious thereto of late; It 
may and doubtlefs will be urged; that the: Freſhes will again Reſtore 


not 
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not thoſe Frefhes, if the Outfal is filted up, and the Bank reduced 
from Neglect, break it? and renew thoſe Scenes of Miſery, Diſtreſs, 
and Devaſtation till recent in, and never to be eradicated from, the 
Minds of thoſe who were Witneſſes to, and Sufferers thereby, when 
Tndividuals loſt Thouſands, the Loſs to the Community cannot be Eſ- 
timated. But this Digreſſion it is hoped will be pardoned — and to 
return to the Inquiry. 


From hence it appears, and every Act of Parliament that has been 
obtained, either for the Public or Diſtrict Works, juſtifies the Infer- 
ence — that to Two Cauſes, may the Diſtreſſes of the Level, during 
the laſt 25 Years be confined, viz. to the Breaches in the North Bank, 
and to the Debts owing on the Revenues of the Level, every 
Breach of Bank, producing Increaſe of Debt, and every Debt, a Di- 
minution of the Fund for its Support—To repair the one, and make up 
for the Deficiences in the other, have been the Grounds for all the nume- 
rous Taxes, herein before recited, fince the Year 1771. — To give Se- 
curity. (as much as poſſible) to the North Bank, and to all the other 
Works, on which the Level depends, and to get rid of the Debt, now 
that the Country is in a Situation to do it, ſeem to be the only Means 
of preventing, a Renewal of thoſe Diſtreſſes; and the Period is now 
arrived, when a Conſideration, how beſt to accompliſh thoſe Ends, be- 
comes eſſentially neceſſary, and becomes too the Duty of every 
Individual intereſted in, or connetted with the Level, ſeriouſly 
and impartially to conſider, ſeeing that a Neglett or Failure, of fo do- 
ing, may produce Conſequences, which would not be confined to 
themſelves, or to the preſent Times. | | 


Compare the Situation now, of ſeveral Proprietors in the North 
Level, with that of the former Owners of the ſame Eſtates, who were 
obliged either to abandon, or diſpoſe of them, to be freed from the 
Arrears of Taxes, equal in ſeveral Inſtances, to the Value of the 
Eſtates, having been for Years unoccupied after the General Drown- 
ing of the Level; and ſuch a Change (though but a ſmall Part of 
the Ruinous and Dreadful Effects) would again take Place from a 
ſimilar Event. To theſe Proprietors, no Argument need be uſed, to 
convince them of, nor from them can any Exertion be wanting, to 
endeavour to prelerve, their preſent happy State. 


And if the Idea of a temporary Taxation was ever adviſeable, it 
D | ſeems 
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Teems to be particularly ſo in the preſent Inſtance; At Chriſtmas 
1788 the increaſed: Fund provided by the Act 19, Gro. III. ceaſes, 
and as has been before mentioned 3461. 118. 10d. will then be the 
remaining annual Income for the Support of the North Bank of 
Moreton's Leame, Carr Dyke, and the Folly Banks—The only Peri- 
od ſince the Year-1754, when there was a certain annual Sum for the 
Support of thoſe Works, was from that Time to, 1763, being 7171, gs. 
6d. which was found to be inadequate, the Bank breaking in 1763 
But it is ſaid, the improved State of the Outfal, makes a large and 
ſtrong Bank, now, the leſs neceſſary: previous to the Year 1763, neither 
of the Banks had broke for many Years; what then may be ſuppoſed to 
have been the State of the Outfal during the greateſt Part of that 
Time? It is now good, but not improving; it was loſt, before 
which, it had been better than it now is; it is too fluctuating, to place 
the whole Dependance on, was it ever ſo capable of performing the 
whole Office, but it is not; and it will benefit the Level but little, 
however good it may be, if the 'Waters, which are by far too much, 
both within, and without, are obſtrutted in their Paſſage: to it. 


But a temporary Taxation is objected to by Mr. Maxwell in a 
Publication, which it is not intended here minutely to confider, but 
being addreſſed to the Proprietors in general, every Proprietor has a 
Rightto reve to, and to conſider as he thinks proper, without being ſuppo- 
ſed to intend any perſonal Inſult towards him; And the purchaſing off 
the Taxes or a Part, is propoſed by him, in the ſtead thereof, -as the 
Means of increaſing what he admits may be inſufficient, the Fund for 
the Support of the Corporation Works in the North Level; However 
adequate his Plan may be to the intended Purpoſe, the Execution of 
it, muſt depend entirely on the Duke of Bedford, to which Mr. 
Maxwell endeavours to allure His Grace, by what appears to him, the 
moſt powerful of all Arguments, SELF INTEREST, making a State- 
ment of the Difference, evidently erroneous; But was it otherwiſe, and 
as Mr. Maxwell ſtates it, the Country have no Reaſon to think that HIS 
GRACE would Sacrifice their's, to his own Intereſt—And it may not be 
improper here to remark a Miſrepreſentation of Mr. Maxwell's of a 
Tranſattion, noticed at the beginning of this Pamphlet, knowing 
which, and negletting, would be participating in the Impropriety 
and Ingratitude of the Miſrepreſentation, and of which, no one who 
has read the North Level Act, with the leaſt Degree of Attention, can 
poſſibly be ignorant. 


In 


1 


In ſpeaking of the Fund for the Commiſſioners Works, Mr. Max- 
well of No Tax has been laid for this Purpoſe previous to the 27, 
GEO. II. for till that Time the Outfal had been ſupported by Con- 
«tribution of the Owners of the Eſtates now belonging to the Duke of 
„Bedford and Sir Sampſon Gideon, as appears by Recitals in theAR ;” 
And in a Note to explain, Mr. Maxwell lays „By the Word Contri- 
«bution it muſt not be underſtood, that the Money was attually given 
*for that Purpoſe, by theſe two Proprietors, it was in Fatt only ad- 
canced to the Corporation by way of Loan, and at the Diſmember- 
«ment of the North Level from the other two Levels, it was ac- 
«counted for as ſuch, in the Adjuſtment of Debts which then took 
Place;” ſuch is Mr. Maxwell s Repreſentation; but what is the F act? 


The Money to the Amount of 18, oool. and upwards was actually 
given by thoſe two Proprietors, notwithſtanding the Debt aroſe on a 
moſt ſolemn Contract, and was attended with all the Circumſtances of 
Equity and Juſtice that accompanies the faireſt Tranſattions, the 
Sum of 159701. was his Graces, and 3,150l. the Earl of Lincoln's 
Share thereof, who generouſly concurred with his Grace, in remit- 
ting the Debt, the Securities were cancelled, and the North Level A& 
confirmed the Tranſaction; and whilſt we admire the noble Benefac- 
tion — W hat muſt we think of ſuch a Miſrepreſentation of it ? 

A Principle of Duty to his Employer led Mr. Maxwell to con- 
ſider the Subject; wy led him to conſider how a temporary Tax 
would affect is Intereſt as follows 

He ſuppoſes 4,000]. of his Debt to be paid off. 
The new Tax would take from him 223]. per n, which with 
the Intereſt thereof for 13 Years is £ 3,947 -- — 
or rather more than 175 Years Purchaſe. 
The Intereſt of 4, oool. Part of Sir 'Samplon Gideon's 


Debt, at gl. per Cent. is £ 200 -- -- 
The Ouigoings of his Eſtate will be Tellened by 
Purchaſe of the Tax - - - - 111 10 -- 


0 


The leſſening Sir Somplan Gideon's Income will be 88 10 -- 
which at 30 Years Purchaſe is 2.655 * 


Sir Sampſon Gideon vill gain by purchaſing the Tax of 6d. 
per Acre inſtead of charging his Eſtate with the new Tax £1 _-_ 8 
This is Mr. Maxwell's Calculation. * 


ah ( £6 3 
- But the real Value of an annual Payment for 13 Years, we are 
told, is not worth more than 8 Years and 5 Months Purchale, ſo that 
inſtead of 39471. as above, Sir Sampſon Gideon's Charge for the 
New Tax ſhould be vH) ide -- 3 


— 


His Loſs as abpve ae - — 2655 — 


So that Sir Sampſon world be Gainer by Us Tn Tax 25 55 5 * 8 
inſtead of loſing 12921. as Mr. Maxwell ſays. — 
But ſuppoſing the Amount of the New Tax for. 13 Years at 
2231. per Annum equal to - £2899 * 

which 1s the moſt that it can 3 be cation: ; 
The leſſening of the Income as before ſtated - - = 26639 


_— 


—y— — 


Making the Difference to be 2 244— 

to Sir Sampſon Gideon, by introducing the new Tax, inſtead of his 

purchaſing off the old; and if this is all the Ohjection, Mr. Maxwell 

on the Part of Sir Sampſon Gideon hath to the New Tax, ſhould it 
be recommended, doubtleſs it may eaſily be removed. 

\ * A 
To conſider Mr. Maxwell's Plan with reſped to the Corporation 
Fund and Works. RIS. 


He propoſes ' Ani? His Grace and Sir Sampſon. Gideon ſhall pur- 
chaſe off their 6d. per Acre Taxes, amounting to 350l. per Annum, 
by which Means the F und for the Support of the Banks will be increaſed 
to 700l. per Annum, ( he ſays 809l. but he does not dedutt the Pay- 

ments for the Wellan Bank, and Officers Salaries, ) to this flender 
Sum would the Country be reduced, to ſupport thoſe Works, on 
which its Exiſtence depends; deprived of the Aid of the Duke of 
Bedford's Contribution, which he has always readily LI on the 
leaſt Emergency; and it is ſtill in the Recollettion of many People, 
that the Bank has received in one Winter, as much Damage, though 
no Breach, as would require the whole Fund to Repair—but in Caſe of a 
Breach, for Jol. per Annum would not keep it, in ſuch a progreſſive 
State of Improvement, as to put it out of Danger, this ſmall Fund 
my then be ſtill further reduced, to borrow Money upon, to repair 
; and ſuppoſe, too, what is both pollible, and not improbable; that 
. of the other Creditors, who in the Times of Diſtreſs, advanced 
their Money, for the Affiſtance of the Country, ſhould now require it; 
for it muſt occaſion a ſerious Alarm, to diſcover a want of Indlination 


to 
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to provide for them, now that the Country is in a Situation ſo capable 
of doing it, —and ſhould it ſo happen, that in Caſe of Non-payment 
of their. Demand, 'they ſhould, what they are empowered by the A@ 
to do, take Poſſeſſion of the Revenues, until their Debts are diſchar- 
ed; what in ſuch Caſe would the Works be reduced to ? for they 

be very ignorant thereof indeed, who can ſuppoſe they would 


not ſoon,” very ſoon go to Decay, without conſtant Care and Attenti- 
on, and great N 


2 


A Compariſon is made betwixt the North and South Banks, and 
their Funds, but why make it ? God forbid there ſhould ever be a 
er, betwixt the two Levels; the North Level has always hen 
orward to promote thoſe Ends, calculated for their mutual Benefits, 
and bas ſuffered too much from repeated Drownings, to wiſh their 
ates - ctr in a n State. 


— web uch a une as 1. North Level at preſent i is, 4 
mands the Care of every Perſon intereſted therein, to put it out of 
the Reach of Danger and Ruin as much as poſſible, from either 
- Creditors, Seaſons, | or the Uncertainty of the Winds and Tides. — 
And ſhould it be at the Expence of a temporary Taxation as Mr. 
Maxwell alludes to, what is a 13 Years Tax of 1s. per Acre to attain 
ſuch Purpoſes? He objets to its not providing a ſufficient Fund for 


the firſt Years, take another Year, or two, if niger it cannot £ be 
an gow we {16 1 


But it js'n not bitteaded here to propoſe any Plan in particular, and 
the Conſideration of Mr. Maxwell's, has occaſioned the foregoing Re- 
marks. — Something is undoubtedly — 112 to be done, but what, 
muſt be determined, not by a private Individual. — To his Grace the 
Duke of Bedford, the Country muſt, and do look up for Support, and 
Protection, and whatever Plan, even if it mould be that of a tem- 
porary Taxation, His Grace mall think proper to adopt, which may 
tend to place the Works and Revenues of the North Level, on à 
liberal and permanent Eſtabliſhment, to that the Country will no 
doubt chearfully accede, as being the only one ert to ene to 
chem their r und rt N 
Beſore quitting the Sub ed, Led us confider! a little furcber the N * 
rure ol Mr. Maxwell! LPublibiion, the Charges therein contained, and 


the 


68) 


the Cenſures and Relledtions obliquely caſt by him, not indeed on 
the Proprietors, for thoſe he —5 — firſt, with lanotatcy 
at laſt, with, To: rom his Plants Are, 10 extighten, « and to en- 
rich them. 20 (1 | 999% ad 10 ollte =o? — 10 ob 02 
| | D939 NG 7s How 9153 51 150 

i The wicked. eat x the Plan 1 — may * we 
with an Attempt, to introduce one, either founded in Error. or having 
for its Purpoſe ſomething widely differing from- what its Title implies, 
and his Crace, and Sir Sampſon Gideon with ah if _— accede 


wereto 1 ener = bit | Eivind 3b. nol: B70. 4 


* ' Ft 
e » 
I 91 100 : ; C . 14 2 : 4 0 7 13 (11 | 


At the Expiration of the Tix ime for which the, Tax. is ſaid. to 1 be 
intended Mr. Maxwell is at a Loſs, how to diſpoſe of the annual 
Sum of 1,7141. 115- 10d. — In a reply, by a Proprietor, to Mr. Max- 
well's Publication — a "my deſireable Mode, is pointed out of diſpo- 
ſing of the Money, ſhoul Ge RE: ever arrive at the fortunate 
Period ers to 1140 28 100 £541 2 II 1 2 

Ry 34 10 

The Statements, he has _ 5 he Ga ae Works mak 
proceed from his want of Knowledge of them, otherwife he would 
not have attempted to perſuade either himſelf or other People, that 
nothing but the Works of the Outfal were Se ae to pas ane 
preſerve the 1 unn 1459 Te 


8 1 


fry 


ally e by the Notth ane nitiat many of whomiare Pro- 
prietors, who have always been permitted (What, indeed they have a 
Right to) to examine into the Expenditure of the Funds to which 
hey contribute; The Commiſſioners! are conducted in a Manner 
ſimilar thereto, with great Accuracy, and Correttneſs, and equally 
riet Scrutiny. No public Buſineſs was ever conducted more openly, 
fairly, and hitherto to the moſt perfect Satisfaction of thoſe Proprie- 
tors who have attended to it; which many have made a Point of doing, 
and to whoſe Advice and Attention, the Country in General are 
much indebted, and in the Execution of the Buſineſs have put the 
Country, to as little Erpeaoe as poſkible; The Officers for the 


ſeveral 


feveral Diſtrikts, are moſt of them Men of Property and intereſted 
greatly in their Preſervation— The Collectors of the Taxes who are 


appointed in ſtrict Conformity to the ſeveral Acts, are paid a Pound- 


age only for what they collect, ſo that their own Intereſt, will make 
them do their Duty to their utmoſt — Nor is there an Individual 
at preſent concerned for the public Works of the Level, whe 
annot, dare not ſay to him, refletting on his Integrity 


«You have done that you ſhould be ſorry for.” 

«There is no terror Caſſius, in your threats; 
*For I am arm'd ſo much in Honeſty, 

«That they paſs by me, as the idle Wind, 

Which I reſpett ngt.”, _ "y. 


I have now to requeſt the Indulgence, and to beg the Pardon of the 

Public, for the Liberty I have taken in iptruding upon them, this Pub- 
lication ; ſenſible of the Preſumption, and of my own Inability, I en- 
gaged in it, with rhe utmoſt Reluctance, btit very ftrong Reaſons, pre- 
vailed over my Difinclination; I entreat it may not be ſuppoſed that 
I am acting with the Duke of Bedford's Concurrence, His Grace, is I 
believe at preſent, totally unacquainted with the Subjed, it will come 
before him, and HIS GRACE well decide thereon; Situate as I 
am, in the Midſt of thoſe, who would be Sufferers by the Failure of 
the Works, which preſerve the Level; I muſt feel for the Diſtreſſes, 
fuch Failures would occaſion ; and ſhould any of my Neighbours differ 
from me in Sentiment, and think me in an Error, I truſt they will 
have the Goodneſs to look upon it, as proceeding only, from too great 
an Anxiety, to preſerve the Country ; and with Reſpett to any advan- 
tage it may be ſaid, I pr to myſelf, from the receiving a new 
Tax, I ſhall only obſerve, that huving the Honour to be a Member of 
of the Bedford Level Corporation, I can held no Place of Profit 


under them. 


September 17th, 1788. 
J. WING: 
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